
Who Was Juan de Fuca?
In 1592, a Spanish expedition led by “Juan de Fuca” (actually a Greek navigator 
named Apostolos Valerianus) believed the waters off the north Olympic Peninsula 
to be the Straits of Anian, the fabled Northwest Passage long sought by European 
explorers up to the 18th century. In 1787, English Captain Charles Barclay redis-
covered the Strait and named it in honor of its first European explorer.
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If you’ve been searching for a trip 
that’s truly off the beaten path,

the Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway State Route 112 will take

you to some of the most impressive vistas found on the planet. 

Located on the north edge of Washington State’s Olympic 

Peninsula, the natural beauty of this National Scenic Byway is as

unique as it is spectacular. Its remote stretches of rugged coastline

will make your ride along its 61-mile length a stand-out adventure.

The Strait of Juan de Fuca connects the Pacific Ocean with

Puget Sound. The Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway SR112 

parallels the western half of the Strait and traverses the 

northwestern corner of the United States. Travelers 

can fish in a lake once thought bottomless, stop at 

panoramic viewpoints along the way, and hike the trails

around Neah Bay and Cape Flattery, the furthest northwest

point in the contiguous forty-eight states.

Don’t worry, you won’t fall off the edge.
Lined by jagged cliffs and working forests, SR112 shows the traveler 

peek-a-boo views of the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Canada’s 

Vancouver Island. The highway serves as a gateway to the outermost

rim of the Pacific Northwest, a place teeming with hundreds of fish, 

bird and mammal species. Along the way, you’ll find the coastal

communities of Joyce, Clallam Bay, Sekiu and Neah Bay, where

friendly people can point you to all

that nature has to offer. 

THE STRAIT OF

www.highway112.org
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The Shoreline
Along the shore, sea stacks shrouded in fog stand oblivious to the pounding surf. Small, 
secret coves and inlets reveal themselves as you make your way along the route. From 
the estuaries of the Twin Rivers 12 miles west of Joyce to the Makah Indian  
Reservation, shoreline vistas ebb and flow as the highway snakes along the coast. 
Around every bend, there’s always another photo op that you won’t be able to pass  
by. You’ll want to pull out frequently, but stay alert for other traffic and be mindful  
of road conditions (see The Winding Road).

The Working Forest
As you drive along the highway, you’ll see a wide range of working forests in different 
states of growth and harvest, laid out in a mosaic of varied greens and golds. This is 
prime country for forestry because the Olympic Peninsula is one of the best places in the 
world for growing trees, such as Douglas fir, western red cedar, alder and Sitka spruce. 
As a complement to the wild forest in Olympic National Park, the working forest provides 
wood products for humans, recreation, clean water and habitat. Much of it has been 
managed since the 1880’s. Learn about forestry on the Olympic Peninsula at the state’s 
oldest working tree farm, the Merrill & Ring Tree Farm, on the Pysht River. 
Call 360-460-3733 for more information.  

The Whale Trail 
The Whale Trail is a series of sites around the coast of the Northwest where the 
public may possibly sight orcas, gray whales and other marine mammals from 
shore. The Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway SR112 provides access to some of the 
best sighting opportunities of the trail. Resident gray whales can be seen feeding 
close to shore along the Byway most times of the year. Migrating grays can be 
spotted off the outer coast as they head north to their Arctic feeding grounds.  
For more information and directions to the four whale trail sites along SR112, visit 
http://thewhaletrail.org 

The War Veteran Memorials
In 2008, Washington State designated SR112 the Vietnam War Veterans’ Memorial 
Highway, between U.S. Highway 101 and SR113. The Korean War Veterans’ Blue 
Star Memorial Highway was likewise designated in 2007 to include SR113 from its 
beginning at Sappho at U.S. Highway 101 to its junction with SR112 and continuing 
on SR112 to its terminus at the Makah Indian Reservation at Neah Bay.  

Both stretches of highways have signs indicating these designations. A Korean 
War Veterans’ memorial is located in Clallam Bay at the county park. Between 
mileposts 58 and 57 near Eden Valley Road, there is a memorial plaque in honor of 
the Vietnam War Veterans.

Fort Núñez Gaona-Diah Veterans Park in Neah Bay is on the site of a Spanish  
trading fort built in 1792. It also stands as a memorial for the nearly 300 Neah 
Bay veterans who served in the U.S. military.

The Winding Road
Starting on the west end of SR112, the Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway begins at 
Neah Bay (Milepost 0) and ends 61 miles east at its junction with Highway 101 
(Milepost 61). SR112 is used seven days a week by many industrial and commer-
cial enterprises, so watch for logging trucks, buses and workers on the road. Use 
pullouts for stopping at views; never stop on the road or partially off the road. 
Keep alert for bicycles and motorcycles, and if you are riding one of these, also be 
especially vigilant. There are many blind curves and weather-related hazards, and 
sometimes very little or no shoulder. The general speed limit on SR112 is between 
40 and 50 miles per hour west of Joyce, unless otherwise posted or unless road 
conditions dictate a slower speed.  For complete road information, please visit 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic, tune to 511 on your car radio or watch for signs.  
Special Note: In remote areas, GPS devices can be highly inaccurate. 
Please make sure of your route for optimum safety.

Route Information
Length: 61 miles  |  Drive Time: 1.5 to 2 hours one way beginning at either end.
Calculate distance and travel time with the chart below.

Olympic National Park
Olympic National Park, located in the center of the Olympic 
Peninsula and along its west coast, is recognized interna-
tionally because of its exceptional natural beauty and its 
unique flora and fauna. This International Biosphere Reserve 
has several distinctly different ecosystems including alpine, 
temperate rainforest and a stretch of wild Pacific Ocean 
beaches. Lake Ozette, one of the most popular destinations 
in Olympic National Park, can only be reached by car from 
SR112. It is also one of the main access points to the 
coastal portion of the Park. See Point of Interest No. 10 on 
the map and visit this site to find out more: 
www.nps.gov/olym

The Weather 
The north Olympic Peninsula has a moderate marine climate 
with pleasant summers and mild, wet winters. Late June 
through early September is generally fair and warm, with 
high temperatures usually between 65°F and 75°F. Summer  
is the driest season, with heavier precipitation during the 
rest of the year. Winters usually have temperatures at lower 
elevations in the 30s and 40s. At any time of year, visitors 
should come prepared for a variety of conditions. Rain gear 
and layered clothing are a must. 

What’s so special about the Juan de Fuca Highway? Plenty!
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Distances Port Angeles Joyce Cl. Bay/Sekiu Lake Ozette Neah Bay
 Miles / Time Miles / Time Miles / Time Miles / Time Miles / Time

Port Angeles  16/24 min. 50/1 hr.16 min. 75/2hrs.7 min. 68/1 hr.47 min.

Joyce 16/24 min.  34/53 min. 59/1 hr.45 min. 54/1 hr.20 min.

Cl. Bay/Sekiu   50/1 hr.16 min. 34/53 min.  25/50 min. 20/32 min.

Lake Ozette  75/2hrs.7 min. 59/1 hr.45 min. 25/50 min.  38/1 hr.11 min.

Neah Bay  68/1 hr.47 min. 54/1 hr.20 min. 20/32 min. 38/1 hr.11 min.


